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PAGE 78

Serbonian Bog : situation from which escape is difficult. It was a
treacherous bog formerly existing between the delta of the Nile
and the isthmus of Suez.

historic achievement of Western man : he has made the world so small by
his inventions that all men are in close contact with one another.
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David and Solomon : see I Kings ii.

(ecumenical house of many mansions : the author returns to his use of this
Greek word and adds it to a familiar saying of Christ's, *my
Father's house has many mansions *, meaning that heaven will
hold many kinds of people.
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Pillars of Hercules: ancient Greek name for Gibraltar and its African
opposite, which they regarded as the end of the world. Beyond
was the river which flowed round the flat earth. He means * we
have gone as far as we can go *.

Poseidon : Greek god of the sea, who always carried a trident. He
means that New York is now the greatest port in the world.

neolithic: the New Stone Age was thousands of years ago, so the word
has great force, reminding us that the life of the peasantry is the
oldest existing human life, centuries and centuries of it without
change ; and now it is at long last changing.
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Athens and Florence : Athens from 500-300 B.C. enjoyed the finest of
all European civilizations. Florence, around A.D. 1500 produced
astonishing wealth in scholarship, poetry, painting and architec-
ture.

modern England : in her Industrial Revolution, in the last century.

Province of Quebec: where the French Canadians, a very conservative
people, live.

tfltima Tkule: amongst early geographersj this was a fabled lost
country away up in the Arctic regions.

EARTHQUAKE
PAGE 83

'5 January: the writer of these notes was living with a professor in
Lucknow on that afternoon. He staggered about the swaying
bungalow looking for the professor and at last found him outside
quietly timing the earthquake with his watch in his hand.
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Much depends * the story of what Pandit Nehru and his colleagues
have achieved since taking over the government is the admiration
of the world.